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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

In 2004, join me in making the following resolutions:

- To post one original message or one reply to a Syndicomm Online message board each day;

- to weekly attend one community chat and get to know my online neighbors;

- to suggest a new forum for Syndicomm Online to open and operate, and possibly aide in the design, construction, or management of said forum;

- to write one letter to the editor of Syndicommotion with a question or comment about the service; and

- to pay my new, low bill in a timely fashion.

Happy New Year!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

New Pricing Plan
----------------
Effective January 1st, 2004, the monthly and quarterly subscription plans are eliminated.  The only remaining plan is an annual membership, for a newly reduced price of $35 for the same features and services that have always been available.  That's more than a 50% savings!  Bills for 2004 will be issued by mid-January.

New Web Site
------------
Check out our brand new web site at <http://www.syndicomm.com>!  The site has been completely redesigned from scratch to make it more informative and easier to navigate.  And it's simpler than ever for your friends to join: our new membership application form is secure and lets new members provide their credit card number and expiration date during signup, so they needn't postal mail a form anymore.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Remember that the Syndicomm HelpDesk forum is here to help you in your hour of need!  If you get stuck trying to navigate around Syndicomm Online, or if there's something you think we could do to make the service better, drop into our message board or conference rooms and get help from our friendly staff.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Happy holidays from the crew in Syndicomm A2.  While the cold weather has slowed down much of our work, you can still find Apple II fanatics in the chat area almost any time of the day or night.  The World Wide Web site for The Lamp!, the electronic newsletter covering Syndicomm A2 has been updated for the first time in years; check it out at <http://lamp.a2central.com/>.  Meanwhile, discussions in the forum range from Apple II emulation with KEGS and Bernie to the possibility of converting AppleWorks databases to LDIF format.  Come check us out!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
The year 2003 came and went, and with it, many actors, performers, and entertainers who made us laugh, cry, and think.  In Category 2, Topic 8: Fade to Black, we honor each celebrity whose final curtain has drawn by observing his or her obituary, and looking back at the many people who touched our lives.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Publishers are hip to the popularity of retro-gaming, and are using it to entice gamers into investing in new software and hardware.  Nintendo recently dropped the price on their GameCube console to $99, and is further spurring sales with the inclusion of a Zelda bonus disc, containing four classic games in the series, as discussed in Category 14, Topic 12.  Meanwhile, the coin-operated industry will witness the reintroduction of Taito's legendary Space Invaders, celebrating its 25th anniversary.  Read about it in Category 35, Topic 1.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
Many people consider the goal of a successful relationship to be marriage.  Dr. Neil Clark Warren - psychologist, author, and founder of an online dating service - outlines what he believes to be the biggest hurdles to that goal; read his thoughts on the matter in Category 3, Topic 3: Book Reviews.  How long do you need to know someone before deciding if that goal is attainable with this person?  Discuss YOUR thoughts on the matter in Category 10, Topic 4: First Date.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
The chronicles of Narnia, C.S. Lewis' fantasy realm that's just beyond the doorway of our own world, has been previously adapted to film, using both live action and animation.  Can a third take offer anything other incarnations have not?  Tolkien's books have recently received critical acclaim in other media; perhaps the same could be done for Narnia.  Discuss the source material and possible adaptations in Category 53, Topic 7.

Policy & Politics
Page 1600
Keyword: POLICY
---------------
There's a lot going on in the world; where better to share your thoughts than Syndicomm's Politics and Policy forum?  There are plenty of serious issues to discuss, from the war in Iraq (Category 21, Topic 16) to the apparent opening of Libya (Category 43, Topic 28), so why not join the discussions already under way in this community - or start your own topic?

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
